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the service, and delighting in the worship of God.
Pleasure and religion are contradictory terms with
the bulk of nominal Christians. They may look
back indeed on their religious offices with some-
thing of a secret satisfaction, and even feel it during
the performance of them, from the idea of being
engaged in the discharge of a duty; but this is al-
together different from the pleasure which attends
an employment in itself acceptable and grateful to
us. We are not condemning a deficiency merely in
the warmth and vehemence of religious affections: we
are not asking, whether the service and worship of
God are delightful and pleasant to such persons;
but, do they diffuse over the soul any thing of that
calm complacency, that mild and grateful compo-
sure, which bespeaks a mind in good humour with
itself and all around it, and engaged in a service
suited to its taste, and congenial with its feelings ?
Let us appeal to that day, which is especially
devoted to the offices of religion: do they joy-
Sunda • fu% avail themselves of this blessed op-
ctndhmis portunity of withdrawing from the busi-
for its em- ness and cares of life; when, without being
ployment. disquieted by any doubt whether they
are neglecting the duties of their proper callings,
they may be allowed to detach their minds from
earthly things, that by a fuller knowledge of heavenly
objects, and a more habitual acquaintance with them,
their hope may grow more " full of immortality!"
Is the day cheerfully devoted to those holy exercises
for which it was appointed ? Do they indeed " come
into the courts of God with gladness T And how
are they employed when not engaged in the public
services of the day? Are they busied in studying
the word of God, in meditating on his perfections,
in tracing his providential dispensations, in admiring

